Dispatch 1
To be read on completion of the First Course by:

Insert name, Gun #
Captain Sir, Distinguished Guests, shipmates

The date is the 1st October 1805, the place, 50 miles off Cadiz and His Majesty’s schooner PICKLE has covered a distance of approximately 1000 miles from Plymouth in 8 days to join up with the Battle Fleet of Admiral Nelson.

Three days later Nelson dispatches PICKLE to help EURYALUS and HYDRA to keep vigil on the combined French and Spanish Fleets in Cadiz harbour.
Dispatch 2

To be read following a short pause after Dispatch 1 by:

Insert name, Gun #
The date is 20th October 1805 and the enemy fleet has set sail from Cadiz and set course for the Straits of Gibraltar to seek out the English Fleet.
Dispatch 3
To be read on completion of the Main Course by:

Insert name, Gun #
The date is 21st of October 1805, the place Cape Trafalgar and the opposing Fleets meet in battle.  During the battle PICKLE is engaged in picking up survivors and prisoners as ordered. One of the prisoners is a young Frenchwoman who was rescued from the water by a boat from PICKLE. 

She was the wife of a sailor from the French ship ACHILLE which caught fire and blew up. She escaped by climbing out onto the rudder where she was burned by molten lead dripping onto her neck and shoulders then jumping into the water. Her burns were treated by the sailors of PICKLE; she was given seaman’s clothing and transferred to REVENGE for transportation back to England.
Dispatch 4
To be read following a short pause after

Dispatch 3 by:

Insert name, Gun #
The battle over, the British Fleet has won a decisive victory over the enemy, but alas, Nelson has been mortally wounded. Admiral Collingwood has taken command of the Fleet and shifted his flag from ROYAL SOVEREIGN to EURYALUS.

Admiral Collingwood decides to send his dispatches back to England with the news of the Glorious Victory and the death of our most famous Admiral.

He chooses the second smallest ship PICKLE commanded by Lt John Richards Lapenotiere, a personal favourite of his as a result of an incident some years previously, when they were travelling together as passengers on a ship. On that occasion, the helmsman was given the order which if carried out would have resulted in the vessel running aground. Lapenotiere seeing the danger took over command and saved the ship.

Dispatch 5

To be read after the Sweet Course by:

Insert name, Gun #
The date is the 26th of October 1805 and PICKLE heads for England with a crew of thirty-two: 17 English, 1 Scot, 9 Irish, 1 Welshman, 1 Norwegian and a Channel Islander.

The journey was both eventful and hazardous, with gales, during which she was holed and flooded. This was followed by a lack of wind when her crew rowed her to keep her on course at a steady speed of two knots. 

Dispatch 6

To be read following a short pause after Dispatch 5 by:

Insert name, Gun #
The date is now the 4th of November 1805, the place Falmouth and PICKLE has covered the distance once again in eight days.

In Falmouth Bay she drops anchor and the jollyboat conveys Lapenotiere ashore where a post-chaise is waiting to take him to London, a distance of 271 miles. Lapenotiere will change horses 21 times on the journey. Astoundingly they cover the distance in 37 hours, arriving at 0100, Wednesday the 6th of November with Collingwood’s Dispatches, dated the 22nd of October 1805 and addressed to one William Marsden, Secretary to the Board of the Admiralty.

The First Sea Lord, Lord Barham, was roused from his bed to peruse them and they continued at business until 0500 when a messenger was sent off to His Majesty King George III at Windsor. 

Dispatch 7
To be read after tables are cleared by:

Insert name, Gun #
Captain Sir, Distinguished Guests, shipmates

The following appeared in the ‘TIMES’ dated Thursday the 7th of November 1805:
The ever to be lamented death of Lord Viscount Nelson, Duke of Bronte, The Commander in Chief who fell in the action of the 21st in the Arms of Victory, covered with Glory, whose memory will ever be dear to the British Navy and the British Nations, whose zeal for the honour of his King and for the interests of his country will ever be held up as a shining example for the British Seaman – Leaves to me a duty to return my thanks, to the Right Honourable Rear Admiral, Captains, Offices, Seaman and detachment of Royal Marines serving on board His Majesty’s Squadron now under my command for the conduct on that day. “
Dispatch 8 Final Dispatch

To be read after The Immortal Memory:

Insert name, Gun #
“But where can I find language to express my sentiments of the valour and skill which were displayed by the Officers, the Seaman and Marines in the battle with the enemy, where every individual appeared a hero on whom the Glory of His Country depended?

The attack was irresistible and the issue of it adds to the Pages of Naval Annals a brilliant instance of what Britons can do when their King and their Country need their Service.
To the Right Honourable Rear Admiral, The Earl of Northesk, to the Captains, Officers, and Seamen and to the Officers, Non-Commissioned Officers and Privates of the Royal Marines, I beg to give my sincere and hearty thanks for their highly and meritorious conduct, both in the action and in their zeal and activity in bringing the captured ships out from the perilous situation in which they were after their surrender, among the Shoals of Trafalgar, in boisterous weather.

And I desire that the respective Captains will be pleased to communicate to the Officers, Seaman and Royal Marines this testimony of my high approbation of their conduct and my thanks for it. “
